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MONONGAHELA BRIDGE AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 

by William J. Adams 

As you might expect, in the land of the three rivers, the early means of crossing 
these waterways was by skiff, pirogue, or ferry. The earliest being the ferry operated by 
Enoch Wright and Andrew Heard near the site of the where they would construct the 
first bridge over any Pittsburgh river. As population and commerce grew there was more 
of a need for a bridge. The Jones’ Ferry was operated until about 1840, as were larger 
houseboats that were propelled across the river by blind horses working on a power wheel. 

The first Monongahela Bridge was proposed in March 1810 by local leaders and 
legislators in the state capitol. The War of 1812 slowed things down, and it wasn’t until 
February 1816 that state funds of $40,000.00 were actually tendered. Lewis Wernwag 
designed the Burr truss structure that was completed on October 10,1818. John Shaw, 
treasurer of the bridge company wanted to hire a gatekeeper to collect the two cent foot 
passenger tolls, and the 25 cent toll for two horse vehicles. The first toll taker was Wm. 

H. Hart who continued in that job for 47 years. He was housed in a small apartment above 
the barn-like portal on the Smithfield Street side in Pittsburgh. Many families paid a fee of 
$4.00 per year for the use of the bridge. In 1867 the tolls were reduced by as much as 50%. 
This was a roofed, wooden bridge that lost two spans due to heavy ice flow on 1-21-1832, 
and these spans remained down for ten months. The rebuilt bridge was almost completely 
burnt in just ten minutes time by the great Pittsburgh fire of April 10, 1845. 

The famous John A. Roebling, who later built the Brooklyn Bridge, was working 
nearby on the Allegheny aqueduct for the Pennsylvania Canal. After the fire he proposed 
a ’’cheap" way to rebuild what would become the second bridge for only $55,000.00. He 
created this two lane, two sidewalk, steel suspension bridge in just eight months [June 
1845 to February 1846J on the existing piers. In 1859 the Pittsburgh & Birmingham 
Railway Co. began to run their horsecar line over the bridge to the city for a fee of $15.00 
per month. This was Roebling’s first suspension bridge. It was 1500 feet long, and it 
consisted of eight spans of 188 feet each, supported by eighteen 4 Vi inch diameter cables, 
from eighteen towers. It carried very heavy traffic to the industrial South Side and lasted 
from 1846 to 1885. 

The third Monongahela bridge was needed, but was delayed by the aftereffects 
of the Panic of 1873. When in 1880 there were signs of weakness on the existing bridge, 
engineer Charles Davis was hired to design a new bridge of great beauty. The work was 
begun in the summer of 1880, but was halted in February when the controlling interest 
was purchased by David Hostetter. He had a large financial interest in the Pittsburgh & 

Lake Erie R. R. and wanted this bridge to be able to carry railroad traffic. Within a year 
Hostetter owned 14,000 shares in the railroad and was Vice President from 1881 to 1887. 

He made his fortune by selling an alcohol laced patent medicine called "Hostetter’s Bitters". 
He died in 1888 and left an estate worth $6,635,000.00. Charles Davis was replaced by 
another engineer, Gustav Lindenthal. Legal roadblocks were thrown up by river men who 
wanted the bridge made higher to accommodate shipping, especially that going down to 
Brownsville. Additional sandstone blocks of 100 to 500 cubic yards were quarried in 
Homewood, Pa. along the P. & L. E. R. R. line, and added to the piers for the superstructure. 
The new bridge was built in 1883 and became totally operational in 1885. This was a steel 
structure that w as the chief approach to the P. <& L. E. terminal. This bridge required some 
widening in 1889 and again in 1911. It was curiously noted that each of the designers of 
these three bridges was born and schooled in Germany. 




Rising 500 feet on the south shore opposite the Golden Triangle is Mt. Washington, 
or as it was called then "Coal Hill". It was between the Mon River and the steep slopes of 
this hill that the P. & L. E. Railroad built its' immense station. There were iron and glass 
making facilities along this river bank for a mile that received raw materials and shipped 
out their finished product by way of river barge and railway. The P. & L. E. built a line from 
Pittsburgh north to Youngstown, Ohio, and later a link to Connellsville. The railroad got 
some of the necessary financial backing from the "Economites" of the Harmony Society at 
Ambridge, Pa. Cargo began to be shipped in 1879. The R. R. track laying engineer was 
Sebastian Wimmer who was the nephew of Boniface Wimmer, the Abbot of St. Vincent 
College and Seminary in Latrobe. 

The Monongahela Bridge, the lower terminus of the Monongahela Incline and the 
P. & L. E. station all sat together within the same city block. [ See picture of same below J 
This proved to be a great convenience to pedestrians and for commerce. In a history of the 
P. & L. E. by Harold H. McLean, there is a monthly expense account of Samuel Rae who 
paid tolis of 2f. and St on August 16,1878, and another 3^ on the 28th. This engineer later 
designed the P.R.R. tunnel under the Hudson River and the Penn Station in New York, 
before he became president of the great Pennsylvania Railroad. 

The middle aged man that sold me these two tokens said that his grandfather lived 
on Mt. Washington and worked for the railroad. He saved the tokens as a memento of his 
days of using them on the job. These tokens exhibit both the marking of the Monongahela 
Bridge Co. [ M. B. Co.) and the name of the P. & L. E. R. R. The time frame for usage of 
these was between 1883 when the railway took over financial control, and 1895 when the 
bridge was purchased by the city and made toll free. The numerals 1 and 2 on these tokens 
likely designate "foot passenger" and "vehicle" usage, and not the obvious of 1^ and It. 
These tokens had limited use by employees and / or business invitees who got a 
complimentary passage from the railroad. This is probably the reason that the newly 
discovered tokens have been so elusive. The new and ornate P. <& L. E. station building 
was completed in 1901 and cost nearly one million dollars. It stands today as a privately 
owned great restaurant and office building, and is one of the burg's main tourist attractions. 


Urns, remindpr... 

Since it’s been tough getting out a quarterly journal lately, we didn’t stress the need for 
dues last year, but dues are a necessity this year and we hope you’ll answer the call and 
help us work toward our 20th anniversary in 2004! 



















ABOVE—The second Monongahela Bridge (second Smithfield Street) designed by John Roebling 1845. The first P&LE station is visible 
at the far left center. Photo c. 1870, courtesy Carnegie Librapr. BELOW—View of the South Side and downtown Pittsburgh from Browns¬ 
ville Road c. 1875. Painting by Fred Schell. Courtesy Carnegie Library. 
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PATCO SWAP & MEETING 
Saturday, May 4, 2002 

A PATCO club meeting and swap will be held from 
10:30 a.m. to Noon at the Pittsburgh Bxpomart in 
Monroeville, PA (near the Monroeville Mall), along 
Business Route 22. 

The PATCO meeting is being held in conjunction 
with the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatics (PAN) 
Show. Look for signs near the bourse floor to direct 
you to the PATCO meeting area. 

To gain access to Route 22 in Monroeville - Take 
Exit 6 of the Pennsylvania Turnpike (Route 76), or take 
the Penn-Lincoln Parkway East (Rte 365) from Pittsburgh. 


PATCO 

journal 
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Foodland Check-Cashing Tokens 


Once grocers stopped using Food Stamp tokens, exonumists pretty much 
gave up on super markets as a source for tokens. During the 1990's while collectors 
were ignoring this previously rich source of tokens, concentrating instead on their 
local taverns for fresh supplies of drink checks, at least one Pittsburgh-based 
grocery store chain was quietly using “check” tokens at many of its locations 
throughout Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia (and possibly Maryland). 

The first report of a super market using a token as an incentive for customers 
to cash their paychecks at the grocery store came out of Beaver County. During the 
1980’s, the Beaver Super Market gave their check-cashing patrons a white plastic 
token that was Good For 250 if the customer spent at least S5.00 at the store. 

The 28mm token, which Herman Aqua lists under the catalog number of 
Beaver-E, is white with black lettering. The obverse reads “REDEEMABLE AT / 
BEAVER / SUPER MARKET / WITH EACH $5.00 / PURCHASE. The reverse 
inscription is “250 / FOR CHECK / CASHING / PURPOSES / ONLY.” 

It’s not known whether the Beaver Super Market was controlled by 
Foodland at any point or was strictly independent (there was a Foodland location in 
Beaver in the 1980's, located at Tusca Plaza), but the concept of Check-Cashing 
Tokens must have caught someone’s eye at Foodland Headquarters. 

A manager of some Foodland locations in West Virginia during the early 
1990's remembers that many of the stores had the tokens ordered for them, but 
there was not an official policy to use the tokens until about 1992. He explained 
that it cost Foodland about 600 to process a customer’s paycheck at the time, so 
Foodland would charge the customer $1.00 to cover its expenses. In order to make 
up for the $1.00 service charge, Foodland would give the customer a token that 
could be redeemed for a dollar at the same location. 

My first encounter with a Foodland Check-Cashing token was in the late 
1990's when a relative gave me a token from the Rosebud Plaza Foodland in 
Clarksburg, W.V. I didn’t consider at the time that other Foodland outlets might be 
using the tokens, until my mother reported last Fall that her local Foodland in 
Mars, PA, (actually Cranberry Township, PA) was using Check-Cashing Tokens. 
Except for the name of the store, the Clarksburg & the Mars tokens had the same 
basic design, color-scheme and similar wording. 

Once I had the two similar tokens from the two different states, I began 
looking for other Foodland locations that used the tokens. The only problem was: 
there are probably half as many Foodland locations now as compared to the 1990's, 
and most of the remaining Foodland locations are currently not using tokens (if 
they ever did). But my decade-late search effort was still able to turn up tokens 


from 11 different Foodland locations. Some of these would be considered 
mavericks, but the attributions are accurate since all of these tokens were directly 
obtained from the location within the listed city. 

There undoubtably are other tokens and varieties yet to be discovered, so if 
you have a Foodland store in your area or know someone who used to work in a 
Foodland during the 1990's, it may be worth your while to look for tokens we can 
add to this initial listing. And if you’re fortunate enough to come up with a couple 
of tokens from an unlisted location, I have traders of a few of the listed tokens if 
you’d be interested in trading. None of the Pennsylvania tokens below are listed in 
Aqua’s catalog. 

PA-Baldwin/Pleasant Hills 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on blue plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland / CURRY / HOLLOW / FOODLAND / $1.00 
REV: REFUNDABLE / WITH ANY / PURCHASE 

PA-Bethel Park 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland / BETHEL / PARK / FOODLAND / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $10 or more (checkbook) 

PA-Kittanning 

(Rd, 38mm, black letters on yellow plastic) 

OBV: $2.00 Refundable with Purchase of $10.00 or More / Kittanning / Foodland 
REV: Thanks For Shopping at KITTANNING FOODLAND! / $2 

PA-Mars/Cranberry 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank You For Shopping Foodland / Mars / Foodland / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $10.00 or more (checkbook) 

PA-Nanty Glo 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING FOODLAND / GOLD CROWN / FOODLAND / $1.00 
REV: REFUNDABLE / WITH / PURCHASE OF / $5.00 OR / MORE 

PA-Washington 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on blue plastic) 

OBV: THANK YOU / FOR SHOPPING / FOODLAND / INTERSTATE / FOODLAND / $1.00 
REV: REFUNDABLE / WITH / PURCHASE / OF $10 / OR MORE 


WV- Clarksburg 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland. / Rosebud (in script) / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $20.00 or more, (checkbook) 

WV- Clarksburg 

(Rd, 28mm, white letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland. / Rosebud (in script) / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $20.00 or more, (checkbook) 

WV- Clarksburg 

(Rd, 28mm, black letters on yellow plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland. / Rosebud (in script) / $5.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $20.00 or more, (checkbook) 

WV- Clarksburg 

(Rd, 28mm, white letters on blue plastic) 

OBV: Good at / Rosebud / Foodland / Only / $5.00 
REV: Redeemable / with $20.00 / purchase 

WV - Kingwood 

(Rd, 28mm, green letters on white plastic) 

OBV: THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING MORGAN’S FOODLAND FRESH / $1.00 
REV: REFUNDABLE / WITH / PURCHASE OF / $1.00 / OR MORE 

WV - Morgantown 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank You for shopping Foodland / Mileground / Foodland / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $10.00 or more (checkbook) 

WV - Morgantown/Star City 

(Rd, 28mm, gold letters on red plastic) 

OBV: Thank you for shopping Foodland / Star City / Foodland / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $10 or more (checkbook) 

WV - Nutter Fort 

(Rd, 28mm, black letters on yellow plastic) 

OBV: Thank You for shopping Foodland. / Nutter / Fort / Foodland / $1.00 
REV: Refundable with purchase of $20.00 or more (checkbook) 

WV - Reedsville 

(Rd, 28mm, green letters on white plastic) 

OBV: THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING FOODLAND / REEDSVILLE / FOODLAND / $1.00 
REV: REFUNDABLE / WITH / PURCHASE OF / $1.00 OR / MORE 



refundable 

with 

PURCHASE OP 
$ 1.00 
OR MORE 







Peterson’s Pennsylvania Maverick listing PAGE 10 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
SAENGER CHOR. TISCHLER 
TISCHLER SAENGER CHOR / (MASONIC SQUARE 
AND COMPASS) 

T S / (SQUARE AND COMPASS) / C 
A 24 R 
T013773 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
STANTON THEATRE 

STANTON THEATRE / 16TH & / MARKET STS. / 
COMMENCING / FEB. 16- 1925 / AN 

ERIC VON / STOHEIM'S / GREED / A / METRO 
GOLDWYN / PICTURE 
B 24 R 
T002218 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
TACONY GESANG VEREIN 
TACONY / GESANG / VEREIN 
5 (FANCY) 

A 24 R 
NA00381 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
TROEMNER, H. 

TWO DRACHMS / 3B / H. TROEMNER, PHELA / 
(BIFACIAL) 

B 21 R 
T005209 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
UNITED DRUG COMPANY 
UNITED DRUG / 10 / COMPANY 
GOOD FOR / 10 / CAFETERIA 
B 21 R 

NA00743 T015514 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
WINTER 

WINTER / 5 / CHESTNUT ST. 

(UNIFACE) 

B 20 R 

WRIGHT1285 T003462 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
(HEADQUARTERS) 

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 
PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD / 1 / LAMP 
(UNIFACE) 

B 31 8 
IK02446 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA (TENTATIVE) 
KRAFT, LEW 

LEW KRAFT / S. W. COR. / CENTRAL AV & / 
CARLISLE 

5 (WITHIN CIRCLE OF 13 STARS) 

B 23 R 
NA00804 


FREILING, J. 

J. FREILING / 5 / HOTEL. PHILA. 

5 

B 23 R 
T014537 

PHILLIPSTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILLIPSTON SHOP 
PHILLIPSTON SHOP 
(13 ENTERLOCKS R'S) 

B 22 R 
IK00206 

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
BROWN, MORRIS 

MORRIS BROWN / 2.5 / COR. SOHO & REED STS 
(BIFACIAL) 

A 25 R 
T009724 

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
FARMERS DEPOSIT SAVINGS BANK 
DEPOSIT IN / FARMERS / DEPOSIT SAVINGS / 
BANK OF PITTSBURG / BEFORE JAN. 1ST 1918. / 
AND WE WILL CREDIT / 1C / ON 4% SAVINGS 
ACCOUNT /... 

NON-TRANSFERABLE / SAVINGS CHECK / 
WORTH MONEY / WHEN DEPOSITED / PAT. APLD 
FOR / (DOG & PASS BOOK) 

A 25 8 
T002498 

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
IND. BREW. CO. AMERICAN 
IND. / BREW. CO. / AMERICAN / E. T. W. / 5 
(UNIFACE) 

B ? R 
M00432 

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
KANE, D.P 

D. P. KANE / 5106 / PENN AVE. 

2*4 

A 22 R 
NA00790 

PITTSBURG. PENNSYLVANIA 
LE ROYS JEWELERS 

THIS COIN WATCH / WORTH / $20 / ON ANY / 
GRUEN / WATCH / LE ROYS JEWELERS 
(WATCH FACE) 

PLATED POT METAL 
A001675 

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
LOENDI CLUB 

LOENDI CLUB / HOUSE CHECK 
GOOD FOR / 100 
A 21 R 
TO13802 


PHILDADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


PATCO SWAP & MEETING 
Saturday, October 26, 2002 

A PATCO club meeting and swap will be held from 10:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 
the Pittsburgh Expomart in Monroeville, PA (near the Monroeville Mall), along Business 
Route 22. 

The PATCO meeting is being held in conjunction with the Pennsylvania 
Association of Numismatists (PAN) Show. Look for signs near the bourse floor to direct 
you to the PATCO meeting area. 

To gain access to Route 22 in Monroeville - Take Exit 6 of the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike (Route 76), or take the Penn-Lincoln Parkway East (Rte 365) from Pittsburgh. 


